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Press Release
17 January 2007

STEVE COPPELL PRESENTS £666,556 FROM THE FOOTBALL FOUNDATION TO BOOST THE AREA’S GRASS ROOTS SPORTS
Steve Coppell, Manager of Reading Football Club, will present a cheque for £666,556 on behalf of the Football Foundation to the Eversley Sports Association to fund a new sports complex. The event will take place at 1pm on Tuesday 23 January at Cross Green Sports Field, Fox Lane, Cross Green, Eversley, RG27 0NS with around 50 local youngsters on hand to display their football skills.

Steve Coppell said, “It’s very important to encourage youngsters to actively participate in sport, and these new facilities will be a huge benefit to hundreds of children in the local community. The Eversley Sports Association has worked very hard to secure this funding, and it is good to see that their efforts have been successful. The Football Foundation carries out excellent work in providing first-class sports facilities, and I am very pleased that our local community is the beneficiary on this occasion.”
 
Funded by the FA Premier League, The FA, Sport England and the Government, the Football Foundation is the UK’s largest sports charity. The substantial grant award will fund eight football pitches, an additional cricket square, a new changing room complex and an extension to the existing clubhouse. It is anticipated that the development will allow about 600 more users at the site each year and nearly double the number of female users.

This grassroots community project will also provide the first permanent home for the California Junior Football Club and their 30 teams. It will also enable Eversley Football Club (EFC) to return to a home base in the village. The Football Foundation’s funding will also boost cricket in the area as Eversley Cricket Club (ECC), which has over 230 young cricketers, both boys and girls, will also be benefiting from the much-needed additional facilities.

CEMEX and the ESA have worked together to secure a variation of the restored landform of a large quarrying complex. Following substantial completion of the infilling process by CEMEX and their contractors Alan Hadley Ltd, a 45-year lease was granted to the ESA.
Lord Pendry, President of the Football Foundation, said: “This development will really open up access to sport for local people, particularly youngsters such as those showing off their footballing skills here today.

“I am delighted to see strong partnership funding from key private sector supporters, local government donors and the ESA management. In addition to our core funding from the Government, The FA, and the FA Premier League the Football Foundation has attracted over £233m of inward investment which enables our money to go even further and increase more sporting opportunities across the country.

“I want to thank the Berkshire and Buckinghamshire Football Association for their help in making this project happen. Since our launch in July 2000 Berks and Bucks have benefited from 116 grass roots projects worth £10.6m and we welcome more applications from the region’s clubs and schools.”
Michael Slater, Chairman of the ESA and Past President of ECC, said: “The project has taken eight years to plan and finance and the ESA Committee and others have worked extremely hard to get where we are today. We fortunately have an extremely able and resourceful group of people who contributed to the business plan, engineering designs, planning applications, finance and fund raising.

“Now thanks to this funding from the Football Foundation at long last there will be a focus for sport providing continuity from junior to senior level in football and cricket in the village where we have a sports club history going back some 220 years. We are particularly pleased with the co-operation and assistance we received from CEMEX, the land owner, throughout the Project planning and design process.”
In addition to the award, which represents 44% of the £1.51 million total project costs, CEMEX and Hadley have contributed £505,000 in work on land formation, top soiling, car parks, access roads and other infrastructure. This work is well under way and we plan to complete the whole Project within twelve months.

This timetable will be subject to further outstanding funding applications with local governments, other funding agencies and the private sector. Details are being finalised for support from several prominent local businesses. An invitation to “Sponsor A Sod” has been launched, where individuals can purchase 10 square metre of turf and also stand a chance to win a £1,000. 

Dave Bland, Treasurer of the ESA said: “We have received substantial grants from Wokingham and Hart District Councils thanks to strong support from our Councillors.”

Councillor Doug Bradley said: “We have also received support from local business, in particular Lafarge who have granted £30,000 and from Eversley Parish Council who have donated over £41,000.”
Paul Latham from the EFC said: “EFC are particularly pleased at the prospect of playing in the village again and having a closer association with the Junior Football teams from CFC.”
Alan Budge, Secretary of the ESA and Chairman of the ECC, said: “The ECC is absolutely delighted with the Football Foundation’s contribution which enables us to fulfil our long held dream.

It comes at a time when ECC has recently been awarded the prestigious ECB ClubMark accreditation, acknowledging excellence in youth coaching and development. A similar acknowledgement has already been given to the CFC when they were awarded FA Charter Development Status a few years ago. So it is celebrations all round at the ESA thanks to the Football Foundation
